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4. SITE AND BUILDING DESIGN GUIDELINES 

The Planôs vision for Tysons encourages an urban form that achieves the 

following: 

 

§ A consistent build-to line or street edge that frames the public realm 

but also allows for architectural variation and interest (A). 

 

§ A street edge that is fronted by active uses, such as retail, 

commercial, or residential, along which frequent entrances are 

located to activate the public realm (B). Blank walls should be 

avoided. 

 

§ Variation and creative articulation of the building fa­ade to create 

diversity and an interesting, vibrant pedestrian experience (C).  

 

§ Buildings that accommodate their intensity using greater heights and 

smaller building footprints (D). 

 

§ Varied building heights, with the tallest located on Boulevards, 

Avenues and Collectors, and near Metrorail stations. 

 

§ Incorporation of parking in underground and/or internal structures 

wrapped by active uses. 

 

§ Inclusion of high-quality, well-integrated urban park elements and 

public spaces (E). 

 

§ Use of varied and high quality building materials. 

 

§ Use of step-backs to provide light and air at the street level. 

 

§ A commitment to excellence in site and building design. 

 

Site and building design are integral pieces in the creation of a successful 

urban place.  The pedestrian and public realm is framed by buildings and 

adjacent open spaces. It is the arrangement and character of the 

buildings, as well as the quality of the spaces in-between, that determine 

the quality of the urban form as a whole.   

 

The following section builds on the principals in the Urban Design section 

of the Comprehensive Plan with detailed examples of how to implement 

those concepts.  Photographs, diagrams and design suggestions provide 

guidance on how to approach the complex design challenges that arise 

when transforming an existing suburban environment into a new urban 

one. These Guidelines do not prescribe an architectural style, but it is 

hoped that a variety of designs will work together to create a unique and 

identifiable destination that is Tysons. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 




















































